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Goalball UK
Rules governing domestic tournaments 2016/17 season
1. Preamble

These rules have been drawn up with the object of ensuring that, within the resources available; there will be a range of competitive events for players of all levels of ability, enabling them as far as possible to participate in a safe and orderly environment.
2. Player levels and registration
2.1 Other than in exceptional circumstances - following a written request to The Competition Committee (The CC) and subsequent permission from - players can only play for 1 club per season.

2.2 Players must register (via their clubs) as Novice, Intermediate or Elite level. If there is any uncertainty please call Goalball UK on 0330 2020 281 to discuss.
2.3 Players are not allowed to play below their registered level.

2.4 Players are allowed to play 1 level above their registered level but only as a 4th/5th/6th player in a squad to gain experience. In exceptional circumstances, with permission from The CC, this may be for a different club. (See 4.6)
2.5 Any player/club that is believed to be unfairly taking advantage of rule 2.4 will be challenged by The CC. Additionally, based on performances, The CC may enforce a change in a player’s registered level during the course of a season. (See 4.2)
3. Domestic competition

3.1 Goalball UK recognises four levels of domestic competition: Junior, Novice, Intermediate and Elite

3.2 Junior Events

· One day coached events with a focus on competitive play

· Individual entry

· Open to players not attached to clubs (but with some playing experience e.g. School Games)

· Open to male and female players (mixed gender teams)
· Open to players of any sight classification (including fully sighted players)

· Open to players from Years 4 to 11 (aged 8 to 16) of developmentally appropriate ability

· If you feel a player at your club would benefit from the Junior events but falls outside of the age restrictions then please call Goalball UK on 0330 2020 281 to discuss
· If a player has competed in the Intermediate or Elite League they cannot attend Junior events

3.3 Novice League

· One day competitive club tournaments for players registered at Novice level – ideal for players who are relatively new to the sport

· Players not attached to a club (or whose club are not entering) can enter individually and will be assigned to a composite team if possible

· Open to male and female players (mixed gender teams)
· Open to players of any sight classification (including fully sighted players)

· Open to adult and junior players (Year 4 and upwards: aged 8+) of appropriate ability 

· If you feel a player at your club is capable of playing in the Novice League but falls outside of the age restrictions then please call Goalball UK on 0330 2020 281 to discuss
· Players who participate in the Junior Events are also allowed to compete in the Novice League

3.4 Intermediate League

· One day competitive club tournaments for players registered at Intermediate level (and Novice players preparing to move up)

· Players not attached to a club (or whose club are not entering) can enter individually and will be assigned to a composite team if possible

· Open to male and female players (mixed gender teams)
· Open to players of any sight classification (including fully sighted players)

· Open to adult and junior players (Year 7 and upwards: aged 11+) of appropriate ability

· If you feel a player at your club is capable of playing in the Intermediate League but falls outside of the age restrictions then please call Goalball UK on 0330 2020 281 to discuss
· Female players can play at both Intermediate and Elite level for their clubs

3.5 Elite League

· Two day competitive club tournaments for players registered at Elite level (and Intermediate players preparing to move up)

· Players not attached to a club (or whose club are not entering) can enter individually and will be assigned to a composite team if possible

· Open to male and female players (mixed gender teams)
· Open to players of any sight classification (including fully sighted players)

· Open to adult and junior players (Year 10 and upwards: aged 14+) of appropriate ability

· If you feel a player at your club is capable of playing in the Elite League but falls outside of the age restrictions then please call Goalball UK on 0330 2020 281 to discuss
· Female players can play at both Intermediate and Elite level for their clubs

3.6 Goalball UK acknowledges that not all players will be attached to a club, and not all clubs will be able to enter a team in every tournament, at every level. The Individual entry process is therefore in place to help maximise playing opportunities.

· Unattached players must make themselves available to Goalball UK on a tournament by tournament basis through the individual entry process

· Players who are registered with a club can only enter as an individual if their club is not entering that particular tournament

· Composite teams will be formed by Goalball UK - every effort will be made to include all individual players but participation cannot always be guaranteed (See 6.2)
· If a player wants to try the level above (i.e. a Novice player wanting to gain experience at Intermediate level or an Intermediate player wanting to gain experience at Elite level) but their registered club does not currently have a team playing at that level, they can request permission from The CC to play for a different club at the level above. (See 2.4)
4. Inappropriate player level
4.1 At a tournament, should it appear to any official present that a player is too powerful to play at his/her declared level; such official shall draw the matter to the attention of the tournament’s Senior Referee, who, after consultation with the other officials present shall be entitled to:

(a) Require the player in question to leave the court or

(b) Order that any shot taken by him/her should be treated as a premature throw.

4.2 Any player subjected to such an order shall be compulsorily upgraded for all future tournaments. (See 2.5)
4.3 In any case where a team is playing without a coach and it appears to any of the officials that, for any reason, a member of that team is in serious danger of being injured, the matter should be drawn to the attention of the tournament’s Senior Referee who shall be empowered to require such player to leave the court.  Any exercise of this power shall be reported immediately to The CC and the player may be downgraded for all future tournaments. (See 2.5)
4.4 Any player who considers that their registered level is not a true reflection of their current ability, may write to The CC requesting an appropriate downgrading. 

5. Disputes 

Where an individual player and/or club wishes to challenge a ruling given under any of the previous sections, they should write to the Chairperson of The CC who will set up a panel of three appropriately qualified individuals to adjudicate the matter.  The Chairperson should ideally be contacted by email at TheCC@goalballuk.com 
6. Tournament organisation and entry
6.1 All National League tournaments plus the Goalball Cup shall be managed by a Goalball UK nominated Tournament Director

6.2 Tournament entries will work on a first come first served basis for all clubs at all levels. A reserve list will be created for each tournament for extra teams outside of the below parameters: 
Novice:

Maximum of 12 teams

Intermediate:

Maximum of 8 teams

Elite: 


Maximum of 10 teams 
6.3 Club teams will always have priority over composite teams, but composite teams will always have priority over 2nd club teams. (See 3.6)
6.4 The club entry fee is £25 per team and must be received by Goalball UK by the set deadline. Any withdrawals will result in a loss of entry fee or monies applied to another club entry at the discretion of The CC. 
6.5 The individual entry fee is £5 per person and must be received by Goalball UK by the set deadline. Any withdrawals will result in a loss of entry fee or monies applied to another individual entry at the discretion of The CC. 

7. Rules of play

7.1 Tournaments will generally be conducted according to IBSA rules but Goalball UK reserves the right to make certain modifications in the interests of economy and practicability.  These include:

(a) Uniforms 

For all events, players must be appropriately numbered, but it will not be necessary for the numbers to be permanently affixed to their jerseys.

(b) Patching
Novice: 

Random patching

Intermediate: 

One random round robin game per team plus all placing games

Elite: 


All games will be patched
Clubs/coaches may request patching for additional games in which they are competing. In such cases, both teams will be patched.
(c) Genders
In the National League, all tournaments will be open to teams of mixed gender. 
(d) Number of Officials
The minimum requirement for each game shall be two qualified referees and three table officials.  

(e) Playing Schedules 
The length of games and half-time breaks shall be decided by the Tournament Director and announced either when the tournament is advertised or as soon as possible after the deadline for entries has passed when entries are known.  This shall also apply to the number of permitted timeouts and substitutions.  There shall be no minimum interval between games unless a team has to play back-to-back games in which case they shall be entitled to a break equivalent to the clock time of the second back-to-back game. Target game times for tournaments are as follows: 
Novice:

2 x 4 minute halves

Intermediate:

2 x 8 minute halves

Elite:


2 x 12 minute halves

(f) Coin Toss
In Elite games a coin toss will always be required. For Intermediate and Novice games a coin toss will only be required when there is a need for overtime. At the commencement of Intermediate and Novice games, the team named first in the fixture list will occupy the court to the left of the table and start with the ball.
7.2 Suspicion of cheating (eyeshades)

If a referee suspects that a player is manipulating their eyeshades to gain an unfair advantage, the following procedure will be followed:

· The player’s eye shades will be rechecked.

· If doubt remains, the player shall be patched and taped.

· The referee will consult the Head Referee at the end of the game.

· The Head Referee will then talk to both the player and their coach.

· The player will continue to be patched and taped for the remainder of the tournament. 

· The incident will be reported to The CC. 

8. Round robins
The final ranking of teams at the conclusion of a round robin will be determined by the 
number of points earned. Each team will earn three (3) points for every win, one (1) point for every tie score, and zero (0) points for every loss. If two or more teams have the same number of points at the end of the round robin, the teams will be separated by using the following methods in this order: 

Goal difference - subtracting a team’s goals scored against from their goals scored in the total round robin 

Number of wins – teams will be assessed on the number of wins in the round robin. Teams with the most wins will be given the higher ranking. 

Goals scored – the team with the highest goals scored in the overall competition will be given the higher ranking. 

Goal difference at half time – using the half time scores, subtracting a team’s goals scored against from their goals scored in the total round robin. 

Goal difference – the same procedure shall be used again, but this time only the games in the round robin between the teams that have to be separated shall be included. 

In the event that a tie occurs between more than two teams, the above criteria will be used, in order, until one team has been separated. The above criteria will then be used again, from the beginning and in order (and will continue to do so), until all teams have been separated and ranking has been decided.

9. Non-UK resident players
A team may only have one Non-UK resident player on the court at any one time and a maximum of 2 in a squad. Each Non-UK resident player may only play for one club per season. 

10. Photographs and videos
Any club entering a tournament must advise the Tournament Director of the names of any of its players who do not wish to be photographed or videoed.  On some occasions, however, the giving of such consent may be made a condition of entry to the tournament.

As agreed by The Competition Committee (September 2016) and operative for the duration of the 2016/17 season unless informed otherwise.
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